In situ hybridization of PCR amplified inter-Alu sequences from a hybrid cell line.
Polymerase chain reaction amplified products promoted by oligonucleotides complementary to the highly repetitive human Alu sequence can be used for in situ hybridization on metaphase chromosomes to investigate the human content of a hybrid cell line. The TC65 primer, which combines the advantages of promoting the amplification of large inter-Alu sequences together with only small flanking Alu sequences, enables a simple and precise characterization to be made, with a high signal to noise ratio. Total human DNA is an efficient competitor in the removal of non-specific signals. The use of this oligonucleotide should be considered in the characterization of the human content of hybrids or in the generation of specific reagents for chromosome decoration.